ABARE now uses GTAP5 database in its GTEM database. A list of selected researches done at
ABARE during the year 2002/03 that used the new database is given at the end of this report. In
short GTAP database has been very useful to our work; indeed it plays a critical role in most of
our work. We wish to show our sincere appreciation to all persons who contributed to the
development of the database and have worked hard to improve its quality.

From our experience with the database, however, we hold the view that correct representation of
technologies and policies in the database should be given a priority over any other database
work. We also understand that the word correct needs to be defined in a practical, not necessarily
convenient, way. In this respect we propose the board to consider on the following additional
three points:

e set up a mechanism whereby at least consortium members, should they wish, have access
to original national/ international databases from which the final database has been
assembled;

e provide training to interested users on a fee basis on the methodology used to generate
the global database from national/international databases; and

e set up a protocol on the use and sharing of the user-modified GTAP database with third
parties.
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Buetre, B., Rodriguez, G. and Pant, H. 2003
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